Appln No.: 10/683,860 

Filed: October 10, 2003 

Applicant(s): SANDERSON et al 
Title: 



Art Unit: 
Examiner: 



CONTINUOUS PROCESS FOR 
PRODUCTION OF SCRAMBLED 
EGGS 

1761 

Weier, Anthony J. 



Attorney Docket No.: 79576 
Customer No.: 22242 



Confirmation No. 1764 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this paper is being deposited 
with the United States Postal Service with sufficient 
postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed 
to the Commissioner for Patents, P.0 Box 1450, 
Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1>SQ7\on this date. , 



08/23/04 

Date 'Timothy E. 

Registration 




Attorney for Applicants 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is a reply in the above-identified application, 
ja Response to Restriction Requirement. 
E No additional fee is required. 

Fee Calculation For Claims As Amended 



As Previously 
Amended Paid For 


Present 
Extra Rate 


Additional 
Fee 


Independent Claims 0 - - 0 


0 x$ 86.00 


= $ 


0.00 


Total Claims 0 - 0 


0 x $ 18.00 


= $ 


0.00 


Fee for Multiply Dependent Claims 


$ 290.00 






* * At least 3 


Total Additional Fee 


$ 


0.00 


* At least 20 








Applicant(s) assert entitlement to Small Entity Status 
(37 C.F.R. § 1 .27), thus reducing the fee by half to: 


$ 


0.00 



□ A check in the amount of $ is enclosed. 
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□ Charge $. 



to Deposit Account No. 06-1 135. 



G3 The Director is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required in 
this application under 37 C.F.R. §§1.16-1.17 during its entire pendency, or credit any 
overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 06-1 1 35. Should no proper payment be enclosed 
herewith, the Director is authorized to charge the unpaid amount to Deposit Account 
No. 06-1 135. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 
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Chicago, Illinois 60603-3406 
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Applicant: SANDERSON, Charles et al. 

Serial No.: 10/683,860 

Filed: October 10, 2003 

Title: CONTINUOUS PROCESS FOR 

PRODUCTION OF SCRAMBLED 
EGGS 

Group Art Unit: 1761 
Examiner: Weier, Anthony J. 
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postage as first class mail in an envelope 
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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Washington, D.C. 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

In an office action dated July 22, 2004, claims 10-14 and 21-23 are pending. Claims 
10-14 and 21-23 were restricted under 35 USC §121 as follows: 



I. Claims 10-12 and 21-23 are said to be drawn to a system for preparing scrambled 
eggs, classified in class No. 99, subclass 470; and 

n. Claims 13 and 14 are said to be drawn to a scrambled egg product, classified in 
class No. 426, subclass 614. 

Election 

In response, Applicants elect Group 1, with claims 10-12 and 21-23 traverse. 
Reconsideration of the restriction requirement is respectfully requested. 
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Applicants respectfully request that the claims of Group n, claims 13 and 14 be 
rejoined with Group I. The claims of Group I are directed to a process for producing a 
scrambled egg product and include steps directed towards processing a liquid egg product. 
The claims of Group II are directed to a scrambled egg product. The claims do not recite 
other foods such as juices or vegetable purees. 

Applicant submits that the claims in Groups 1 and II are so interrelated that a search 
of one group of claims will reveal art to the other. Were restriction to be effected between the 
claims in Groups I and n, a separate examination of the claims Groups I and II would require 
substantial duplication of work on the part of the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. Even 
though some additional consideration would be necessary, the scope of analysis of novelty of 
all the claims of Groups I and II would have to be as rigorous as when only the claims of 
Group I were being considered by themselves. Clearly, this duplication of effort would not be 
warranted where these claims of different categories are so interrelated. Further, Applicants 
submit that for restriction to be effected between the claims in Groups I and n, it would place 
an undue burden by requiring payment of a separate filing fee for examination of the 
nonelected claims, as well as the added costs associated with prosecuting two applications 
and maintaining two patents. 

Conclusion 

Applicants have elected Group I. Continued prosecution of this application is 
respectfully requested. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be 
required in this application to Deposit Account No. 06-1 135. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Date: August 23. 2004 Registration No. 30,192 
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Chicago, Illinois 60603 
Telephone: (312)577-7000 
Facsimile: (312)577-7007 
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